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Art Masterpiece: Georges Seurat (pronounced Zhorzh Soo-RAH) 

Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte 

 

 
 

 

Meet the Artist  

 Born in France in 1859 to a family that supported his desire to be an artist. He received 

art training in Paris.  

 Initially rejected by the impressionist artists of the day, he decided to associate with 

other artists and founded the Society of Independent Artists. He created a new style 

called the “new” impressionism. Impressionists painters painted in a style that shows the 

“image” of the subject you would see if you just took a quick look at it.  

 Eventually, his artwork was titled pointillism (although he never cared for this title). He 

considered himself more of a Scientist than an artist.  He researched and studied optics 

and color theories.  In pointillism, the artist uses dots or dashes, but Seurat took it a 

step further and studied how light and close proximity of colors effect how your eyes 

perceive them. The paintings tend to look a little grainy up close, but from farther away, 

a beautiful picture emerges.  

 His paintings were very large; he painted only a handful of complete paintings in his 

lifetime and 60 smaller paintings. He also made several sketches. He sought to make 

every inch of the canvas perfect. He sometimes took years to finish a painting.  

Keywords:  

 Pointillism-Dots of color 

placed beside one another 

which blend together in 

the viewer’s eye.  

 Impressionism-a technique 

used to give the impression 

of an object without 

painting details  

 Primary colors-red, yellow 

and blue  

 Secondary colors-orange, 

green and purple  
 

1884-1886 
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 He died at an early age in 1891 from what many believed to be Diphtheria, a disease of 

the respiratory system that no longer affects us, due to vaccinations.  

 

 

Discussing the Art: 

Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte, depicts a typical Sunday in 1884, by the 

river, in France. It is 7ft tall x 10ft wide, and took Seurat 2 years to complete. It consists of  

3, 456,000 dots!! 

 

Possible Questions  

1. What would you name this painting?  

2. What colors do you see?  

3. Does it seem realistic or dreamy, or both?  

4. How does it look close up, and how does it look from a distance?  

5. Do you notice shade, where is? 

6. What is going on in the painting?  

7. Can anyone name one of the three primary color? 

8. Can anyone tell me what secondary color is created when mixing red & blue, blue & yellow,      

    etc. 
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Activity: Name or Gift Tag Picture Using Pointillism 

Students will be introduced to a new painting technique and will gain further enrichment in the 

study of color. 

Supplies:  

 3x5 index cards, one per student 

 Red, Blue and Yellow (primary colors) Tempera Paints 

 Q-tips  

 Pencils 

 Paint Palettes, two per table  

 Hole punch & Ribbon (optional, only needed if making gift tag)  

 

Choose your Image - What do you like? 

 Sea Life: Fish, Dolphin, Sea Star, Jellyfish, Sea Turtle, Whale 

 Sports: Basketball, Football, Hockey, Tennis, Baseball, Soccer 

 Pets: Cat, Dog, Lizard, Turtle, Hamster, Snake… 

 Nature: Tree, Flower, Butterfly, Bird, Mountain, Shell 

 Food: Fruit, Dessert, Pizza, Ice Cream Cone 

 Toys: Rocket, Plane, Stuffed Animal, Kite, Frisbee,  

          Yo-Yo 

 

Process: 

1. Hand out cards to each student and tell them to put their name on the back (side 

with the lines) 

2. Go over ideas from the list of images: sea life, sports, pets, nature, food, and toys 

3. Tell them to sketch their image on the card, trying to use up 2/3 of the card 

4. While they are sketching, hand out Q-tips, 3 per student, one for each color, then 

the paint palettes with primary paints, two reservoirs per color should suffice  

5. Using the primary colors, have them fill in their image with Q-tips dipped in paint, 

placing dots close to each other to create the illusion of a secondary color, in the 

style of Seurat’s art! 

6. Punch hole and add ribbon (only if project is a gift tag) 
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Patricia 

 

 
 

Hole punch 

for ribbon, 

only if 

student 

is making a 

gift tag 

SKETCH 

 

SKETCH with DOTS 


